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4:32-37
I.
Spiritual payment
  :32-35

A.  Life in the new community. 
  :36-37

B.  Joseph was a Levite.

  

C.  Joseph was a native of Cyprus.

  

D.  Joseph got a new name.

5:1-2
II.
Spiritual pretending
A.  Ananias and Sapphira don’t want to become generous people, they want to be


known as generous people.
  

B.  The dangers of competition and comparison.
5:3-4
II.
Spiritual perception
  :3

A.  An easy solution - honesty
“…why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land?”



B.  A rehearsed deception



“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.”


John 1:4
“Ah, you who hide deep from the Lord your counsel, whose deeds are in the dark, and who say, ‘Who sees us?  Who knows us?  …or the thing formed say of him who formed it, ‘He has no understanding.’”





Isaiah 29:15, 16b

“You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways.” Psalm 139:3
It was not on this sin that Peter concentrated, however, but on the other, hypocrisy. The apostle’s complaint was not that they lacked honesty (bringing only a part of the sale price) but that they lacked integrity (brining only a part, while pretending to bring the whole). They were not so much misers as thieves and – above all – liars. They wanted the credit and the prestige for sacrificial generosity, without the inconvenience of it. So, in order to gain a reputation to which they had no right, they told a brazen lie. Their motive in giving was not to relive the poor, but to fatten their own ego.






Stott, pg.109-110

5:5-10
IV.
Spiritual penalty
  

A.  God’s holiness can be dangerous.
  

B.  Death is waiting at the door.



“Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe for our God is a consuming fire.”













Hebrews 12:28, 29



“And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.”





Hebrews 4:13

5:11
V.
Spiritual product
  

A.  Shock and awe
    :11


“And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all who heard of these things.”





“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.”







Proverbs 9:10
  

B.  Time to come clean.
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