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November 10, 2011
6:8-15
I.
Christ’s witnesses must face opposition.
“And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people.  Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen.”
  :8-10 

A.  The Christian witness is empowered.

“…they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking.”
cf. Luke 21:15

  :11-14

B.  The Christian witness is opposed.  


“Then they secretly instigated men… They stirred up the people…  they set up false witnesses.”
 :15 

C.  The Christian witness is blessed.


“And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel.”

cf. Exodus 34:29ff

7:1-53
II.
Christ’s witnesses must tell the story.
“And the high priest said, ‘Are these things so?’  And Stephen said…”
  :2-50

A.  God’s presence is always with His people (not just in the Temple).
  :2-8



1.  Abraham 





“The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia…”
  :9-19



2.  Joseph
“And the patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt, but God was with him and rescued him…”

:20-44



3.  Moses





“…an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in a flame of fire in a bush.”
:45-50



4.  David and Solomon





“Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made by hands…”

  :51-53

B.  Those who reject our message are the lawbreakers.
 :51



1.  This was Israel’s historic sin.





“As your fathers did, so do you.”
:52



2.  Rejection of Jesus is worse now than then.





“And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered…”






:53



3.  Rejection of Jesus is disobedience to the law.





“…you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”
7:54-60
III.
Christ’s witnesses must be faithful even unto death.

“Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him.”
  :54-56 

A.  We are encouraged by Jesus.


“But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.”
  :57-59

B.  We petition Jesus.  



“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”
 :60 

C.  We emulate Jesus.


“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”
  8:1-3
IV.
 The death of Christ’s witnesses builds the Church.

“And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem…”
 7:58 

A.  Future leaders are prepared.


 8:1, 3



“…the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul…. Saul approved of his execution…  Saul was ravaging the Church…”
  :2, 3

B.  The church is scattered.  



“…and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria…”
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