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11:19-22
I.
The church needs good men.
  :19-21 

A.  Christ’s mission creates challenges.

  :19a



1.  It goes to unfamiliar places.
“Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch….”


cf. Matthew 28:19, 20; Mark 5:1
  :19b, 20



2.  It reaches unfamiliar people.
“…speaking the word to no one except Jews.  But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus.”


cf. Matthew 9:11; Mark 5:2-5
  :21



3.  It enjoys unfamiliar blessings.
“And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord.”

cf. Mark 5:6-20; Luke 10:17
  :22

B.  Missional challenges are solved through missional leaders.  


“The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch.”
cf. Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:15, 16; Luke 10:1-24; 24:45-49; John 17:18; Acts 1:8 
:23-30
II.
Good men are God-centered.
:23a

A.  They celebrate the grace of God.



“When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad….”



cf. Philippians 4:1
:23b

B.  They encourage the church of God.




“…and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose…”





cf. Hebrews 10:24, 25

:24a

C.  They receive the gifts of God.





“…for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.”





cf. Luke 18:18, 19; John 7:37-39


III.
Good men are others-focused.
:24b

A.  They share the gospel.




“And a great many people were added to the Lord.”



cf. Proverbs 11:30; Matthew 5:13-16; 28:19, 20; Philippians 2:15
:25, 26

B.  They share the ministry.





“So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he found him he brought him to Antioch.  For a whole year they met with the church and taught a great many people.  And in Antioch the disciples were first called Christians.”





cf. Luke 10:1-24
:27-30

C.  They share their finances.





“Now in those days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch.  And one of them … foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the world…..  So the disciples determined, everyone according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea.  And they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.”





cf. Proverbs 19:17; Acts 2:45; 4:32; Galatians 6:10; II Corinthians 8, 9


Westminster Confession of Faith Chapter XXVI
I. All saints, that are united to Jesus Christ their Head, by His Spirit, and by faith, have fellowship with Him in His grace, sufferings, death, resurrection, and glory: and, being united to one another in love, they have communion in each other's gifts and graces, and are obliged to the performance of such duties, public and private, as do conduce to their mutual good, both in the inward and outward man. 

II. Saints by profession are bound to maintain an holy fellowship and communion in the worship of God, and in performing such other spiritual services as tend to their mutual edification; as also in relieving each other in outward things, according to their several abilities and necessities. Which communion, as God offers opportunity, is to be extended unto all those who, in every place, call upon the name of the Lord Jesus. 

III. This communion which the saints have with Christ, does not make them in any wise partakers of the substance of His Godhead; or to be equal with Christ in any respect: either of which to affirm is impious and blasphemous. Nor does their communion one with another, as saints, take away, or infringe the title or propriety which each man has in his goods and possessions. 
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