
Defending the Faith: Before the Corrupt
Acts 23:12-24:27
April 19, 2012
23:12-35 

I.
When you defend the faith, God will defend your life.  
    :12-15

A.  No thanks to the religious community.


“When it was day, the Jews made a plot and bound themselves by an oath neither to eat nor drink till they had killed Paul….  They went to the chief priests and elders….”

:16-35

B.  But thanks to God’s providence.

:16-22



1.  Through obscure connections.






“Now the son of Paul’s sister heard…”
:23-35



2.
Through CYD authorities





“Then he called two of the centurions and said, ‘Get ready two hundred soldiers, with seventy horsemen and two hundred spearman to go as far as Caesarea at the third hour of the night…’”






“…charged with nothing deserving death or imprisonment.”






“…they presented Paul also before him.  On reading the letter, he asked what province he was from.  And when he learned that he was from Cilicia…”
24:1-21
II.
When you defend the faith, God will enable your mind.



:1-9

A.  Against all odds.
:1a


1.
chief priest




“And after five days the high priest Ananias came down…”
:1b


2.
trained theologians




“…with some elders…”
:1c-9


3.
fancy lawyer




“…and a spokesman, one Tertullus.”
:2b-4



a.
flattery
“Since through you we enjoy much peace, and since by your foresight, most excellent Felix, reforms are being made for this nation, in every way and everywhere we accept this with all gratitude.  But, to detain you no further, I beg you in your kindness to hear us briefly.”
:5-8




b.
deception






“For we have found this man…”





• a plague






• one who stirs up riots among all the Jews throughout the world






• a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes






• tried to profane the temple
:9



c.
collaboration





“The Jews also joined in the charge, affirming that all these things were so.”
:10-21

B.  With truth and grace
:10


1.
With proper respect
“Knowing that for many years you have been a judge over this nation, I cheerfully make my defense.”
:11-13


2.
With logical force




“You can verify…”
:14-15


3.
With gospel content




“But this I confess to you…”
a. identifying with the church

b. adhering to the Bible






c.
professing the resurrection

:16-21


4.
With clear conscience

“So I always take pains to have a clear conscience toward both God and man…. I came to bring alms…and…offerings….they found me purified in the temple, without any crowd or tumult…other than this one thing…the resurrection of the dead….”
   :22-27
III.
When you defend the faith, God will redeem your time.



:22-23

A.  We feel like we are sidetracked.



“But Felix…put them off…”
:24-25

B.
But God is using us.

“After some days Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, and he sent for Paul and heard him speak about faith in Christ Jesus.  And as he reasoned about righteousness and self-control and the coming judgment, Felix was alarmed and said, ‘Go away for the present. When I get an opportunity I will summon you.’”
:26-27

C.
Regardless of intensity and duration of injustices.

“At the same time he hoped that money would be given him by Paul.  So he sent for him often and conversed with him.  When two years had elapsed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus.  And desiring to do the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul in prison.”
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