Answer this Question, and Everything Changes                                           Thoughts from John 21
Gordon MacDonald

Getting Started:  There are those times in the lives of most of us when we experience “long-gainers,” moments when everything goes right and there are great rewards.

Just so: there are those times in the lives of most of us when we get “sacked,” moments when everything we’ve worked and hoped for falls apart.

John 21 is the story of a man (Simon Peter) who’d gotten sacked—and the big question is this: can he recover….can he come back….is there hope after failure?

A brief biography of the loud-mouthed disciple: Simon Peter
1. The man on the shore-line: from spectator to seeker to follower: Luke 5
2. The man who made the gutsy decision to call Jesus the Messiah: Matthew 16
3. The man who frequently blunders and backfires: Luke 9
4. The man who failed because of a lack of self-knowledge: Luke 22
John 21: a photo album of insight
Dejection:  Simon Peter, the failed man, is demoralized, ready to quit: Vs 1ff
The Hopeful Voice:  Simon Peter, the humbled man, swims for his life: Vs 4ff
The Warm Welcome:  Simon Peter, the exhausted man, at the fire: Vs 9 
The Critical Questions: Simon Peter, the restored man, called again: Vs 15ff

The Blunt Reminder: Simon Peter, the busy-body, challenged to obey: Vs 20ff
A Take-Away


Some of us, like Simon Peter, have lost our dream: what does it take to


get jump-started?


Some of us, like Simon Peter, could be on the verge of a bad decision:



What does it take to make sure we don’t blow it?


Some of us, like Simon Peter, are fresh from the fire: what does it take



to sustain our sense of call and mission?
