Standing Firm in the Faith:  Find Solid Ground
Know the Truth About Suffering
I Peter 1:6-9
1:6a
I.
We Rejoice in Our Hope of Salvation 

“In this you greatly rejoice…”

cf. Psalm 4:7; Isaiah 60:5; Isaiah 66:10, 14; I Corinthians 2:9

1:6b-9
II.
We Rejoice Even in Our Sufferings


“…though now…you…suffer…you are filled with…joy.”

1:6b, 7a
A.
We have God’s perspective in our sufferings



“…though now…”

1. We suffer only for a little while


“…for a little while…”


cf. Romans 8:18; II Corinthians 4:17; I Peter 5:10

2. We all must suffer


“…you may have had to suffer grief…”

cf. Mark 8:31; Luke 24:26; Acts 14:22; II Timothy 3:12; I Peter 4:12
3. We all suffer differently


“…in all kinds of trials.”


cf. John 21:20-22

4. We suffer according to the will of God


“These have come…”


cf. Job 2:10; Isaiah 45:7; Lamentations 3:38; Acts 2:23

The Christian Theodicy:

We don’t know where evil comes from, but, we know:

1. Behind all our suffering is natural evil.

2. Behind all natural evil is moral evil, perpetrated by Adam and Eve.

3. Behind all moral evil is a fallen creature, a tempter, who is a personal, evil adversary of human beings.

4. Behind Satan is a permissive decree of God.

5. Behind God’s decree is His purpose to glorify Himself.

1:7-9
B.
We have God’s purpose in our sufferings


“These have come so that…”

1. He proves our faith genuine
“…your faith – of greater worth than gold…”

cf. Mark 4:40; Romans 5:1-5; II Corinthians 4:16-18; James 1:2-4


2.
He bestows on us praise, glory, and honor
“…and may result in praise, glory and honor…”



cf. Psalm 8:5; Romans 2:7, 10; II Timothy 4:8; I Peter 5:4


3.
He prepares us to give praise, glory, and honor
“…and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed..”

cf. Mark 4:41; Revelation 4:10, 11

4. He fills us with inexpressible joy



“…are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy…”

a. by faith, not by sight


“Though you have not seen…do not see him…”


cf. John 20:29; II Corinthians 5:7; Hebrews 11:1, 3

b. by the Spirit


“…you are receiving the goal of your faith…”


cf. II Corinthians 1:21, 22; Ephesians 1:13, 14

So What?

· Get rid of your old grumpy self

· Count your blessings – name them one by one

· Look for blessing in your sufferings

· Get ready for fireworks!
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