A Word to Men About Women
I Peter 3:1-7
January 3, 2008

3:1-6
I.
Wives must submit to their husbands


“Wives...be submissive to your husbands...”


Questions to consider:



1. Is this marital submission mutual?

2. Was Peter recommending submission to husbands as a lasting ordinance, or was he teaching, as in the case with slavery, that the subordinate should submit only because it was a recognized human authority structure in his own day?

3. Since Peter was concerned that the Christians not scandalize outsiders by overthrowing recognized (patriarchal) authority, wouldn’t it be accurate to say that we would best avoid public scandal by not teaching wives to submit to their husbands?

4. What does the rest of the New Testament have to say about this?

5. Is this submission qualified in any way?
3:1b,2
A.
Disobedient husbands will be won
1. Without words
“...won over without words...”

2. by behavior
“...by the behavior of their wives when they see...”

a.  purity

b.  reverence

3:3,4
B.
Beauty will be displayed
1. not from natural adornment

“Your beauty should not come from outward adornment...”


~ braided hair


~ gold jewelry


~ fine clothes


c.f. I Tim. 2:9,10

2. from inner self

“Instead, it should be that of your inner self...”

a. unfading
“...the unfading beauty...”

b. gentle

“...a gentle and quiet spirit...”

c.
costly


“...of great worth in God’s sight.”

3:5,6
C.
Godly examples will be emulated

“For this is the way the holy women of the past...used to make themselves beautiful.”

1.
They hoped in God


“...who put their hope in God...”

2. 
They submitted to imperfect husbands

“...like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her master.”


c.f. Gen. 18:12

3.
They acted rightly and fearlessly

“You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear.”

So What?

1. It is not our duty to make our wives submit.

· vv. 1-6 are addressed to wives
2. We must make our wives’ submission a joy to them.

· Focus on our own repentance

· Distinguish between principle and preference
3. Our daughters need to learn true beauty

· It is primarily inward

· It is God-centered

3:7
II.
Husbands must love their wives


“Husbands, in the same way...”



A.
Live with them considerately
“...be considerate as you live with your wives”

B.
Treat them with respect


1.
as the weaker partner

2.
as coheirs


C.
Protect your prayer life





“...so that nothing will hinder your prayers.”

So What?

1. Our wives should revel in their role because of the way we treat them.

2.  We must also continually advocate for gender fairness in civic and church life.
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