Standing Firm in the Faith

Tackle Powerful Adversaries:  Pick the Right Battle
I Peter 4:7-11
January 31, 2008

4:7a
I.
We Live in the last day


“The end of all things is near.”
· Inaugurated by Jesus’ first coming
cf. I Cor. 10:11; I John 2:18; Heb. 1:1-4

· Consummated soon
cf. Rom. 13:11, 12; Phil. 4:5; Heb. 10:23-25; James 5:7, 8; Rev. 1:3; 22:10

4:7b-11
II.
We Have Obligations to God and Neighbor


“Therefore...”
cf. Mt. 24:36-25:46; Rom. 13:11-14; I Cor. 15:58; Phil. 4:4-9; I Th. 5:1-11; II Pt. 3:11-16

4:7b
A.
Be prayerful


“...so that you can pray.”


1.   Prayer requires a clear mind



cf. Mk. 5:15



2.  Prayer requires self-control



“sober” “realistic” cf. 1:13; 5:8




cf. Luke 12:35-48; Mk. 14:37

4:8-11a
B.
Love one another


“Above all, love each other deeply...”
4:8

1.  Cover each other’s sins



“...love covers over a multitude of sins.”




cf. Prov. 10:12; 17:9; Mt. 18:21, 22; I Cor. 13:5; James 5:20

4:9

2.  Offer hospitality without grumbling



cf. Mt. 25:35, 40; Lk. 14:12-14; Rom. 12:13; Gal. 6:10; Heb. 13:2; III John 6-8

4:10, 11a

3.  Use gifts to serve



“...use whatever gift...to serve others...”




What the Bible says about spiritual gifts:

· Every believer is gifted

· Christ apportions the gifts

· Our gifts are used to edify the body


cf. Rom. 12:3-8; I Cor. 12-14; Eph. 4:7-16




a.  our gifts administer His grace



  “...faithfully administering God’s grace...”




b.  our gifts come in various forms
· speaking
· serving
4:11
III.
Our Goal is to glorify God


“To him be the glory and power for ever and ever. Amen.”



A. We seek His glory by speaking His Words


B.  We seek His glory by depending upon Him


 cf. Acts 3:6; 4:30



C.  We seek His glory in everything




cf. I Cor. 10:31



D. We seek His glory through Jesus Christ




cf. Acts 5: 31, 32
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