Stand Guard:
Identifying Today’s Lies
II Peter 2:1-3
April 17, 2008
2:1a

I.

Until Jesus Returns, Heretical Teachers will be in the Church




A. They were present in the Old Testament epoch.




“But there were also false prophets among the people. …”




cf.
Deut. 13; I Kings 22:5-28; Jer. 2:8,9; 14:11-16; 28; 29; Ezek. 13; Micah 3:5-12




B. They were present in the Early Church.

“…just as there will be false teachers among you.”

cf. Mt. 24:11,24; Mk. 13:22; Acts 20:29-31; I Tim. 4:1-8; II Tim. 4:3-5

C. They are present today.

Jesus Seminar




Open theology




Emergent theology


New Perspectives on Paul


New sexual ethic

New spirituality


Prosperity Gospel


Self-esteem Gospel


Gospel marketing


Gospel entertainment


Gospel as business

D.  They will be present tomorrow.
cf.  II Tim. 3:1-9

Use your imagination!

2:1b-3a

II.  Heretical Teachings are Profoundly Evil
2:1b


A. They share some evil characteristics.
1. They are devious in their manner.

“They will secretly introduce…”

cf. Gal. 2:4; II Tim. 3:6

2.  They propagate serious error.






“…destructive heresies…”





3.  They diminish Christ’s glory.






“…even denying the Sovereign Lord who bought them…”

2:1b,2


B. They bring evil consequences.
1. They destroy themselves.
“…bringing swift destruction on themselves.”

2. They lead many astray. 
“Many will follow their shameful ways…”

3. They discredit the way of truth.

“…and will bring the way of truth into disrepute.”
cf. I Pet. 4:4; I Tim. 6:1; Titus 2:5
2:3a



C.  They share some evil motivations. 

1. Greed

“In their greed…”

cf. 2:15; I Pet. 5:2

2. Exploitation

“…these teachers will exploit you…”

3. Lying

“…with stories they have made up.”



2:3b

III.  Heretical Teachers will face God’s Judgment.
A. His condemnation
“Their condemnation has long been hanging over them…”

cf. Col 2:15





B.
His punishments
“…and their destruction has not been sleeping.”
cf. II Thess. 1:8, 9
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