Stand Guard:
Learn History’s Lessons
II Peter 2:4-10a
April 24, 2008
2:4-8

I.

History displays God’s judgment and salvation




“For if God…”





A. God judges the wicked. 

2:4




1.  Sinful angels






“…did not spare angels when they sinned…”







cf. Gen. 6:1-4







from I Enoch 6:1-2:  In those days, when the children of man had multiplied,








it happened that there were born unto them handsome and beautiful daughters.  








And the angels, the children of heaven, saw them and desired them; and they 
said to one another, “Come, let us choose wives for ourselves from among the daughters of man and beget us children.”







a)  They are confined.







“…but sent them to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons…”







cf. Jude 6







“tartarus”







b)  They await judgment.







“…to be held for judgment…”
2:5a




2.  The antediluvian world







“…the ancient world…”







cf. Gen. 6:5-7:24







a)
It was a universal judgment.








“…if he did not spare…”








cf. Ecc. 12:14; II Cor. 5:10; Heb. 9:27







b)
It was an irreversible judgment.








“…when he brought the flood…”








cf. Lk. 16:26







c)
It was a deserved judgment.








“…on its ungodly people…”








cf. Rom. 3:9-20, 23; 5:12; 6:23a; Gal. 6:7; Eph. 2:1-3

2:6




3.
Sodom and Gomorrah






“…if he condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah…”

a) It was a painful judgment.

“…by burning them to ashes…”








cf. Mt. 8:12-13, 42, 50; 22:13; 24:51; 25:30








(“weeping and gnashing of teeth”)







b)
It was an exemplary judgment.








“…and made them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly.”








cf. I Cor. 10:6




B.
God rescues the righteous

“…but protected Noah…rescued Lot…”
2:5b



1.
Noah
a)
He preached what he practiced.


“…a preacher of righteousness…”


cf. I Cor. 4:16; 11:1; Phil. 3:17; 4:9; I Thess. 1:6; II Thess. 3:7, 9

b)
He discipled his family.


“…and seven others…”


cf. Deut. 6:4-9; Eph. 6:4; I Tim. 3:4, 5; Titus 1:6

2:7, 8




2.
Lot
a) He was a righteous man ! ?

“…Lot, a righteous man…”

cf. Gen. 18; 19
(cf. Wisdom 10:6; I Clement 11:1)

b)
He was burdened by societal evils.

“…who was distressed by the filthy lives of lawless men…tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard…”


cf. Acts 17:16

2:9-10a

II.  History proves God’s future judgment and salvation





“…if this is so, then…”

2:9a



A.
God will rescue the righteous.





“…the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials.”

1. from final judgment
cf. Rev. 3:10; I Cor. 1:8, 9; I Thess. 5:24; Phil. 1:6; Rom. 8:38, 39

2.  from present apostasy






cf. I Cor. 10:13; Rom. 5:1-5; James 1:2-4; I Pet. 1:3-9
2:9b-10a


B. God will punish the unrighteous.
1. They are held for punishment.

“…and to hold the unrighteous for the day of judgment.”

2. They are being punished. 

“…while continuing their punishment.”

3. Some are punished more severely.

“This is especially true of those...”

cf. Lk. 12:47, 48
a) those following their flesh
“…who follow the corrupt desire of the sinful nature…”

cf. Gal. 5:19-21; I Cor. 6:9-11; Rom. 8:7, 8

b) those despising His lordship
“…and despise authority.”

cf. Rom. 13:1, 2; I Pet. 2:13; Jude 8; Exo. 20:12


SO WHAT?
· We must live in the fear and love of God.

· We must warn our neighbors.

· We must not judge one another.

· We must not fear anyone or anything but God.
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