Stand Guard:
Look Beneath The Surface
II Peter 2:10b-22
May 1, 2008
2:10b-13a

I.
False teaching is driven by arrogance.
2:10b, 11


A.  Bold arrogance
“Bold and arrogant, these men are not afraid to slander celestial beings, yet even angels, although they are stronger and more powerful, do not bring slanderous accusations against such beings in the presence of the Lord.”
2:12a



B.  Ignorant arrogance






“But these men blaspheme in matters they do not understand.”

2:12b, 13a


C.
Self-destructive arrogance
“They are like brute beasts, creatures of instinct, born only to be caught and destroyed, and like beasts they too will perish.  They will be paid back with harm for the harm they have done.”

2:13b-16

II.  False teaching is driven by sensuality.
2:13b



A.
Sensuality eventually becomes flagrant.






“Their idea of pleasure is to carouse in broad daylight.”

2:13c, 14


B.
Sensuality is corrupt.
“They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their pleasures while they feast with you.”

1. ceaselessly adulterous

“With eyes full of adultery, they never stop sinning…”
2. opportunistically seductive 

“…they seduce the unstable…”
3. expertly greedy
“…they are experts in greed – an accursed breed!”
2:15, 16



C.
Sensuality is high-handed rebellion






“They have left the straight way and wandered off to follow the way of Balaam son of Beor…”


2:17-22

III.
False teaching is driven by deception.
2:17




A.
It deceives people.







“…springs without water…mists driven by a storm.”

2:18



B.
It entices people.






“…they entice people who are just escaping…”

1. by empty words
“…they mouth empty, boastful words…”
2. by lustful appeals
“…by appealing to the lustful desires of sinful nature…”
2:19-22


C.
It enslaves people.

2:19




1.
by false promises

“They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of depravity…”
2:20-22



2.
by worsening their condition






“…they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning.”

SO WHAT?
· Don’t be an idiot – consider the source.

· Become a truth seeker:
· teachable

· disciplined

· growing

· Become a truth teller:
· biblically informed

· boldly humble

· others-motivated

· God-centered
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