Stand Guard:
Draw the Right Conclusions
II Peter 3:11-18
May 22, 2008
“Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be?”
3:11, 14

I.
  Live faithfully
“You ought to live holy and godly lives…make every effort to be found spotless, blameless, and at peace with him.”





 
• holy


cf. I John 3:1-3





• godly





• spotless

cf. II Pet. 2:13





• blameless

cf. Eph. 1:4; 5:27; Phil 2:15, Col. 1:22; Jude 24; Rev. 14:5





• at peace with him
3:12-14

II.  Look forwardly
“…as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming…looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth…looking forward to this…”

3:12




A.
The old will pass away.
“That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire and the elements will melt in the heat.”






total and complete
3:13




B.
The new will come.
“But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.”






cf. Isa. 65:17; 66:22; Matt. 19:28; Rev. 21:1-22: 5; Col. 3:1-4
3:15, 16

III.
Wait patiently





A.
God is saving you.






“Bear in mind that our Lord’s patience means salvation…”
B. God has told you.
“…just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you…”

1. He gave wisdom to His messengers.
“…with the wisdom that God gave him…”
“… the other Scriptures…”

loipos = other (of the same kind)

graphe = O.T. Scriptures (50x in N.T.)

cf. I Cor. 14:37; Col. 4:16; I Thess. 5:27
2. His messengers write consistently.
“He writes the same way in all his letters…”
3. His messengers write humanly.
“His letters contain some things that are hard to understand…”

4. His readers sometimes distort what He says.

a.   because of sin
     “…ignorant and unstable people distort…”

b. to their own destruction
“…to their own destruction.”
3:17, 18

IV.
Watch purposefully





“…be on your guard…”

3:17




A.
Do not be carried away.







“…so that you may not be carried away…”

1. Method: temptation
“…by the error of lawless men…”

2. Results: disaster
“…and fall from your secure position.”

cf. I Cor. 11:19; I Jn. 2:19

3:18




B.
Grow
“But grow…”

1.
Content: grace and knowledge
“…in the grace and knowledge…”

cf. 1:1, 2, 3-4






2.
Source: Jesus






“…of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

3. Purpose: doxology
“To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.”

Doxologies only given to Deity.
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