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5:17-20
I.
Practical righteousness is essential to discipleship.
Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 19 - "Of the Law of God"

1. God gave to Adam a law, as a covenant of works, by which he bound him and all his posterity to personal, entire, exact, and perpetual obedience, promised life upon the fulfilling, and threatened death upon the breach of it, and endued him with power and ability to keep it.

2. This law, after his fall, continued to be a perfect rule of righteousness; and, as such, was delivered by God upon Mount Sinai, in ten commandments, and written in two tables: the first four commandments containing our duty towards God; and the other six, our duty to man.

3. Beside this law, commonly called moral, God was pleased to give to the people of Israel, as a church under age, ceremonial laws, containing several typical ordinances, partly of worship, prefiguring Christ, his graces, actions, sufferings, and benefits; and partly, holding forth divers instructions of moral duties. All which ceremonial laws are now abrogated, under the New Testament.

4. To them also, as a body politic, he gave sundry judicial laws, which expired together with the State of that people; not obliging any other now, further than the general equity thereof may require.

5. The moral law doth forever bind all, as well justified persons as others, to the obedience thereof; and that, not only in regard of the matter contained in it, but also in respect of the authority of God the Creator, who gave it. Neither doth Christ, in the gospel, any way dissolve, but much strengthen this obligation.

6. Although true believers be not under the law, as a covenant of works, to be thereby justified, or condemned; yet is it of great use to them, as well as to others; in that, as a rule of life informing them of the will of God, and their duty, it directs and binds them to walk accordingly; discovering also the sinful pollutions of their nature, hearts, and lives; so as, examining themselves thereby, they may come to further conviction of, humiliation for, and hatred against sin, together with a clearer sight of the need they have of Christ, and the perfection of his obedience. It is likewise of use to the regenerate, to restrain their corruptions, in that it forbids sin: and the threatenings of it serve to show what even their sins deserve; and what afflictions, in this life, they may expect for them, although freed from the curse thereof threatened in the law. The promises of it, in like manner, show them God's approbation of obedience, and what blessings they may expect upon the performance thereof: although not as due to them by the law as a covenant of works. So as, a man's doing good, and refraining from evil, because the law encourageth to the one, and deterreth from the other, is no evidence of his being under the law; and, not under grace.

7. Neither are the forementioned uses of the law contrary to the grace of the gospel, but do sweetly comply with it; the Spirit of Christ subduing and enabling the will of man to do that freely, and cheerfully, which the will of God, revealed in the law, requireth to be done.

    :17

A.
Jesus affirms God's law. 

"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them." 
cf. Matthew 22:37-39; John 15:10-14; II Timothy 3:16
:18
     B.
God's law has abiding validity. 

"For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished."
 cf. Deuteronomy 4:2; Revelation 22:18, 19
:19
     C.
We must conform to God's law. 

 "Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven."
cf. Matt 7:21-23; Rom 3:31; Eph 2:10; James 2:14-26
  :20   
D.
Our conformity must be rigorous. 

 "For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven."
cf. Matthew 23:5, 23, 27-28; Psalm 24:4
Q99, the Westminster Larger Catechism: What rules are to be observed for the right understanding of the ten commandments?  A: For the right understanding of the ten commandments, these rules are to be observed:

1. That the law is perfect, and bindeth everyone to full conformity in the whole man unto the righteousness thereof, and unto entire obedience forever; so as to require the utmost perfection of every duty, and to forbid the least degree of every sin. (Ps. 19:7; James 2:10; Mt. 5:21, 22)

2. That it is spiritual, and so reacheth the understanding, will, affections, and all other powers of the soul; as well as words, works, and gestures. (Rom. 7:14; Dt. 6:5; Mt. 22:37-39; 5:21-22, 27-28, 33-34, 37-39, 43-44)

3. That one and the same thing, in divers respects, is required or forbidden in several commandments. (Col. 3:5; Amos 8:5; Pr. 1:19; I Tim. 6:10)

4. That as, where a duty is commanded, the contrary sin is forbidden; and, where a sin is forbidden, the contrary duty is commanded: so, where a promise is annexed, the contrary threatening is included; and, where a threatening is annexed, the contrary promise is included. (Is. 58:13; Dt. 6:13; Mt. 4:9-10; 15:4-6; 5:21-25; Eph. 4:28; Ex. 20:12; Prov. 30:17; Jer. 18:7-8; Ex. 20:7; Ps. 15:1,4-5; 24:4-5)

5. That what God forbids, is at no time to be done; what he commands, is always our duty; and yet every particular duty is not to be done at all times. (Job 13:7-8; Rom. 3:8; Job 36:21; Heb. 11:25; Dt. 4:8,9; Mt. 12:7)

6. That under one sin or duty, all of the same kind are forbidden or commanded; together with all the causes, means, occasions, and appearances thereof, and provocations thereunto. (Mt. 5:21-22, 27-28; 15:4-6; Heb. 10:24,25; I Thess. 5:22; Jude 23; Gal. 5:26; Col. 3:21)

7. That what is forbidden or commanded to ourselves, we are bound, according to our places to endeavour that it may be avoided or performed by others, according to the duty of their places. (Ex. 20:10; Lev. 19:17; Gen. 18:19; Josh. 14:15; Dt. 6:6-7)

8. That in what is commanded to others, we are bound, according to our places and callings, to be helpful to them; and to take heed of partaking with others in what is forbidden them. (II Cor. 1:24; I Tim. 5:22; Eph. 5:11)

5:21-26  II.
Practical righteousness begins in the heart.

:21-22
A.
Anger is a form of murder.
"You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not murder; and  whoever murders will be liable to judgment.'  But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, 'You fool!' will be liable to the hell of fire."
Q136, WLC: What are the sins forbidden in the sixth commandment?

A: The sins forbidden in the sixth commandment are, all taking away the life of ourselves, or of others, except in case of public justice, lawful war, or necessary defence; the neglecting or withdrawing the lawful and necessary means of preservation of life; sinful anger, hatred, envy, desire of revenge; all excessive passions, distracting cares; immoderate use of meat, drink, labor, and recreations; provoking words, oppression, quarreling, striking, wounding, and whatsoever else tends to the destruction of the life of any.

cf. Proverbs 20:2; 22:3; 29:22; II Cor 12:20; Galatians 5:20; Ephesians 4:31; Colossians 3:8; James 1:20
:23-26

B.  We must displace anger with reconciling love. 
Q135, the WLC: What are the duties required in the sixth commandment?

A: The duties required in the sixth commandment are all careful studies, and lawful endeavors, to preserve the life of ourselves and others by resisting all thoughts and  purposes, subduing all passions, and avoiding all occasions, temptations, and practices, which tend to the unjust taking away the life of any; by just defence thereof against  violence, patient bearing of the hand of God, quietness of mind, cheerfulness of spirit; a  sober use of meat, drink, physic,  sleep, labour, and recreations; by charitable thoughts,  love, compassion, meekness, gentleness, kindness; peaceable, mild and courteous  speeches and behaviour; forbearance, readiness to be reconciled, patient bearing and  forgiving of injuries, and requiting good for evil; comforting and succouring the  distressed and protecting and defending the innocent.
 :23         
1.
We make it a priority.  

               
"So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother 

              

 has something against you..."
:24           
2.
We take the initiative. 
"...leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother,  and then come and offer your gift.  

:25-26

3.
We settle the claim. 

"Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison.  Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny."
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