
The Master’s Ethic: The True Life
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6:1-2
I.
Do not practice your piety to impress men.


“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them…”


cf. Matthew 23:1-7; Galatians 1:10; I Thessalonians 2:4




Our hypocrisy:

• Blinds us

• Corrupts us

• Disables us
:1

A.
You will not have God’s reward.





“…for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.”




cf. John 5:44; 12:43
:2

B.
You will have the hypocrite’s reward.
“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others.  Truly I say to you, they have received their reward.”


cf. Acts 5:1-11
6:3-4  
II.
 Practice your giving to please God.


The Bible teaches us to give:



• Systematically

(Malachi 3:10a; I Corinthians 16:2)


• Sacrificially


(Malachi 1:6-8; Luke 21:1-4; II Corinthians 8:9)


• Cheerfully


(Malachi 1:12-13; II Corinthians 8:2; 9:7)


• Proportionately

(Deuteronomy 14:22-29; II Corinthians 8:12-15)


• Generously


(Proverbs 11:25; 22:9; II Corinthians 8:2, 7; 9:7)


• Worshipfully


(Psalm 96:8; II Corinthians 8:5, 19; Philippians 4:18)


• Freely



(Exodus 35:5, 21, 22, 26, 29; 36:2, 4-7; II Corinthians 9: 5, 7)


• Expectantly


(Proverbs 19:17; Malachi 3:10b; Acts 20:35; II Cor. 9: 6, 8)
  :3

A.
Do not congratulate yourself.
But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing….”




cf. II Corinthians 10:12, 18
  :4

B.
Seek God’s reward.
“…so that your giving may be in secret.  And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.’”
cf. Proverbs 19:17; 22:9; Matthew 10:42; 13:44-46; I Corinthians 4:5; II Corinthians 5:10; Colossians 3:23, 24; Hebrews 11:6; Revelation 14:13
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