The Wisdom of the Ages: A Study in Proverbs, Job and Ecclesiastes
The Beginning of Wisdom – Proverbs 1
September 18, 2008
1:1-7

I.

God gives wisdom to His people.

cf. Jeremiah 18:18 – three main agents of revelation: the law, the word of the prophets, the counsel of the wise.
A. He speaks to us. (v.1)
1. through proverbs
“The proverbs…”

masal = a sage pronouncement, poetry (3+3) as companion or contrasting lines

proverbial vs reflective wisdom:
Proverbs: practical life management
Job: enigma of inexplicable calamities
Ecclesiastes: seemingly meaningless (and brief) life

2. through wise people
“…of Solomon son of David, king of Israel.”

•  General wisdom







cf. I Kings 4:30; Isa. 47:10; Ezek. 28:3f.; Dan. 1:4, 20; Mt. 2

The teaching of Ptahhotep (2450 B.C.) on dining with a superior: “Take what he may give, when it is set before thy nose…. Do not pierce him with many stares…. Laugh after he laughs, and it will be very pleasing to his heart.”

The teaching of Amenemope (1300 B.C.) – closely parallel to Prov. 22:7-23:14

Sumerian Proverbs (1900 B.C.): “Build like a lord, go about like a slave.  Build like a slave, go about like a lord.”
• Solomonic Wisdom (950 B.C.) cf I Kings 3:4-28

God = creator and ruler
Sought wisdom from God
Sought wisdom more than riches
Others came to hear him

B. His Word gives wisdom (v. 2-4)

“…for attaining wisdom…”

hokma – cf SRSB, p. 973, f.n. 1:2

1. understanding

“…for understanding words of insight…”
bina (insight)


musar (instruction)

da at (knowledge)


tokahat (reproof)

tora (teaching)

cf. I Cor. 1:18-25

2.
disciplined life

“…for acquiring a disciplined and prudent life, doing what is right and just and fair.”

cf. Mt. 7:24-27; 11:19

3.
teaching others

a.
simple


“…for giving prudence to the simple…” 
b. young
“…knowledge and discretion to the young.”

C.
We must listen to His Word. (v. 5-7)

“…let the wise listen…”

shama

1. by recognizing our need
“…and add to their learning…”

2.
by learning to interpret

“…and let the discerning get guidance – for understanding proverbs and parables, the sayings and riddles of the wise.”

cf. Isa. 24:13; II Sam. 12:1ff; Jn. 9:8ff; 14:14

3.
by fearing the Lord

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline.”


Elohim – 5 times in Proberbs


Yahweh – 87 times in Proverbs

cf.  Prov. 9:10; Job 28:28; Psa. 111:10; Ecc. 12:13

1:8-19

II.
The world entices us away from wisdom.

A. We must recognize what God has given us. (v. 8, 9)

“…a garland to grace your head and a chain to adorn your neck.”
cf. outline of Proverbs 1-9 = 12 lectures and 2 interludes

B. We must reject the flashy promises of fools. (v. 10-14)

“…we will get all sorts of valuable things and fill our houses with plunder…we will share a common purse.”

C. We must avoid the destiny of fools. (v. 15-19)

“…they waylay only themselves!  Such is the end of all who go after ill-gotten gain; it takes away the lives of those who get it.”
1:20-33
III.
Wisdom calls and warns us all.

“Wisdom calls aloud in the street, she raises her voice in the public squares...”
 

A. The message goes out to us all. (v. 20, 21)

“…in the gateways of the city she makes her speech.”

B. The fool is responsible for his foolishness. (v. 22-32)

“…rejected me when I called…”

“…ignored all my advice…”

“…would not accept my rebuke…”

1. There are three types of fools (v. 22):
· simpleton/airhead

peti (14x) cf. Prov. 7  aimless, naïve, drifting, irresponsible, willful

· fool/ironhead

kesil (67x)  dull, obstinate, smug, overly confident

ewil (19x)   stupid, stubborn, quarrelsome, insolent

nabal (3x)   boorish, close-minded

· mocker/hothead








les (14x)   incorrigible, trouble-maker, scoffer and scorner, proud

2. There are two results

· wisdom no longer speaks (v. 23)

“…I would have poured out my heart to you and made my thoughts known to you.”

· wisdom no longer helps (v. 24-32)

“Then they will call to me but I will not answer….  The waywardness of the simple will kill them, and the complacency of fools will destroy them.”

C. The wise will be secure. (v. 33)

“…but whoever listens to me will live in safety and be at ease, without fear of harm.”
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