The Wisdom of the Ages: A Study in Proverbs, Job and Ecclesiastes
March 19, 2009
God Speaks, Job Listens – Job 38:1-40:5
38:1-40:2
I.
 Our God speaks to us. 




“Then the Lord answered Job out of the storm.”

38:2

A
.  He does not answer us according to our folly.
“Who is this that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge?”


    :3a


B.  He treats us with dignity.
“Brace yourself like a man…”
38:3b


C.  He redirects our thinking.




“I will question you, and you shall answer me.”
38:4-39:30

D.  He points us to His creation and Providence.





“Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation?”
1.   the earth

38:4-7

2.   the sea


38:8-11

3.   the morning

38:12-15

4.   the underworld

38:16-18

5.   light


38:19-21

6.   snow, lightning, rain
38:22-30

7.   the constellations
38:31-33

8.   the clouds

38:34-38

9.   the lions

38-39-40

10.   the ravens

38:41

11.   the mountain goats
39:1-4

12.   the wild donkeys
39:5-8

13.   the wild oxen

39:9-12

14.   the ostriches

39:13-18

15.   the horses

39:19-25

16.   the hawks

39:26

17.   the eagles

39:27-30

40:1-2


E.  He calls for our response.




“Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him?




Let him who accuses God answer him.”
40:3-5

II.
We must respond with humility.  




“Then Job answered the Lord…”

    :4a


A
.  We acknowledge our unworthiness.





“I am unworthy – how can I reply to you?”





 
• We are creatures;





 
• We are sinful creatures;






• We are redeemed sinful creatures.

   :4b


B.
We shut up.

“I put my hand over my mouth.”

:5a


C.  We acknowledge our ignorance.






“…I have no answer…”
:5b


D.
We wait for God.






“…I will say no more.”


How can a man put these things into practice in the real world? 



A
.  We put God first.



B.  We put others ahead of ourselves.
    


C.  We acknowledge our limitations.
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