The Wisdom of the Ages: A Study in Proverbs, Job and Ecclesiastes
Choosing Wisdom – Proverbs 8, 9 


October 16, 2008
8:1-36

I.

God compels us to seek wisdom.
(the Second Interlude)

“Does not wisdom call out?”
A. Wisdom is available to every man. (v. 1-5)
“I raise my voice to all mankind.”

• loud

• public

• universal

B. Wisdom is the key to virtue. (v. 6-11)

“…what is right…”

“…what is true…”

“…just…”

“…faultless…”

Note:
There are two kinds of wisdom.



cf. James 3:13-18; I Cor. 1:18-25

C. Wisdom is indispensable. (v. 12-21)

“I, wisdom, dwell together with prudence…”

1.  for sound judgment (v. 12-14)


“Counsel and sound judgment are mine…”

2. for effective leadership (v. 15-17)

“By me kings reign and rulers make laws that are just…”

cf. Isaiah 11:1-3

“…and those who seek me find me.”

cf. James 1:5

3. for success (v. 18-21)

“With me are riches and honor, enduring wealth and prosperity.”

D. Wisdom is divine. (v. 22-31)

1. Existed before creation (v. 22-29)

“The Lord brought me forth as the first of his works….  I was appointed from eternity…”
2.   Assisted with creation (v. 30, 31)







“Then I was the craftsman at his side…”







cf. John 1:1-5 
E. Wisdom is salvific.

“For whoever finds me finds life and receives favor from the Lord.”

9:1-18
II.
God calls us to choose wisdom. 
(the Twelfth Lecture)
A. Your choice is between two rival invitations. (v. 1-6; 13-18)

“‘Let all who are simple come in here!’ She says to all those who lack judgment.” (v. 4, 16)

1. They are similar invitations.

a. prominent

“…the highest point of the city…” (v. 3, 14)

b. communicative







      “…sent out her maids, and she calls…” (v. 3)







      “…loud…calling out to those who pass by…” (v. 13, 15)

c. alluring







     “Come eat my food and drink the wine I have mixed.” (v. 5)







     “…water…sweet…food…delicious…” (v. 17)

d. totalitarian

     “Leave your simple ways…” (v. 6)

     “…come in here…” (v. 16)

2. They are dissimilar invitations. 

a. in manners
“She has sent out her maids, and she calls…” (v. 3)

“The woman Folly is loud; she is undisciplined and without knowledge.” (v. 13)

b. in preparations
“She has prepared her meat and mixed her wine…” (v. 2)

“Stolen water is sweet; food eaten in secret is delicious…” (v. 17)

c. in results


“Leave your simple ways, and you will live…” (v. 6)


“…her guests are in the depth of the grave…” (v. 18)
B. Your choice is determined by your spiritual disposition. (v. 7-12)
1. Your humility to receive instruction and correction. (v.7-9)

“Instruct a wise man and he will be wiser still…”

2. Your fear of God. (v. 10)

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom…”

3. Your desire for eternal life. (v. 11, 12)

“Through me your days will be many…”
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