Free at Last!  The Message of Galatians
November 19, 2009
The Inclusive Gospel – Galatians 2:11-16
2:11, 12

I.
 Christian leaders sometimes oppose the Gospel. 

“When Peter came to Antioch…he was clearly in the wrong.”
cf. Rom. 2:28, 29; Eph 2:11-22; 3:6; Phil 3:5; Col. 2:11
  :11


A.  Even great Christian leaders.
“…Peter…”
  :12a


B.  Even great Christian leaders who once taught others correctly.
“Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles.  But when they arrived he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles.”


cf.  Acts 10:47, 48
  :12b


C.  Even great Christian leaders who have shown remarkable courage.





“…because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group.”





cf. Acts 5:29
2:13


II.
Christian leaders who oppose the Gospel do massive damage.  



A.  Many will follow. 
“The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy…”
  


B.  Other strong leaders are led astray.

“…so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.”
cf. Acts 9:27; 13:4, 5



C.  A united church becomes a divided church. 


2:14-16

III.
 Christian leaders who oppose the Gospel must be opposed.  





“When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel…”





cf. Rom. 3:4
  :14


A.  No matter who they are. 

“I said to Peter…‘You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew.  How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?’”
 :14 


B.  As publicly as their sin.

“…in front of them all…”
cf. I Tim. 5:20
:15, 16 


C.  With biblical rationale.

“…a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ…”

cf. Mt. 18:15

-end-
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