THE WISDOM OF THE AGES: A STUDY IN PROVERBS, JOB AND ECCLESIASTIES

Wise Families Proverbs 4:1-9
October 23, 2008

I. Two essential ingredients to the formation of strong families.

1. A secure home environment
2. A solid commitment to passing on truth
4:1-3a

A. Secure home environment (Secure Context)
· Parents, create a loving context by: modeling commitment 



(4:2)  “I give you sound learning...”  =  inherited wisdom, passed down   


truth


Deuteronomy 6:4-6

  “Hear, O Israel:  The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your  

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts…”
Deuteronomy 6: “… impress them on your children.” 

4:3b-9

B. Solid commitment to passing on truth (Solid Content) 

· Parents, pass on solid content by: extending loving care
         II.    7 Traits of a Healthy Family



A Wise Family …

1. Displays an Irrational Love for One Another




“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we 
 
should be called the children of God.”  I John 3:1
2. Communicates to One Another with Truth and Grace


“Lay hold of my words with all your heart; 

keep my commands and you will live.”  Proverbs 4:4
3. Affirms the Value and Uniqueness of Each Family Member

4. Shares a Common Spiritual Foundation




“Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom, though it costs 

all you have, get understanding.”  Proverbs 4:7
5. Instills a Sense of Responsibility

6. Celebrates Meaningful Traditions and Rituals Together 

7. Seeks Help When Faced with an Impasse
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