The Wisdom of the Ages: A Study in Proverbs, Job and Ecclesiastes
Wise Speech from the Proverbs
October 30, 2008


I.

Our speech has great power.

“Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.” (12:18)
“The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who live it will eat its fruit.” (18:21)

“The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in men who are truthful.” (12:22)

“He who guards his mouth and his tongue keeps himself from calamity.” (21:23)
II. Our speech must be restrained.


“He who guards his lips guards his life, but he who speaks rashly will come to ruin.” (13:3) 
A. Learn when to keep your mouth shut. 




“…he who holds his tongue is wise.” (10:19b)
1. Listen


“When words are many, sin is not absent…”  (10:19a)

“He who answers before listening – that is his folly and his shame.” (18:13)
“The heart of the righteous weighs its answers, but the mouth of the wicked gushes evil.”  (15:28)
cf. James 1:19

2. Wait 

“A man of knowledge uses his words with restraint, and a man of understanding is even-tempered.  Even a fool is thought wise if he keeps silent, and discerning if he holds his tongue.”  (17:27, 28)

B. Learn what not to say. 
1. Gossip 

“A perverse man stirs up dissension, and a gossip separates close friends.” (16:28)
“A wicked man listens to evil lips; a liar pays attention to a malicious tongue.” (17:4)
2. Slander 

“Like a club or a sword or a sharp arrow is the man who gives false testimony against his neighbor.” (25:18)
3. Quarrelsomeness 

“He who loves a quarrel loves sin…” (17:19a)
“Do not answer a fool according to his folly, or you will be like him yourself.  Answer a fool according to his folly, or he will be wise in his own eyes.”  (26:4, 5) 

4. Flattery


“Whoever flatters his neighbor is spreading a net for his feet.” (29:5)
5. Confidences


“A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy man keeps a secret.” (11:13)
6. Boasting


“Let another praise you, and not your own mouth; someone else, and not your own lips.” (27:2)
“A fool finds no pleasure in understanding but delights in airing his own opinions.”  (18:2)

III.   Our speech must be edifying.


“The tongue of the righteous is choice silver, but the heart of the wicked is of little value.” (10:20)

“ The lips of the wise spread knowledge; not so the hearts of fools.”  (15:7)
A. Tell the truth 

“The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in men who are truthful.” (12:22)  
“Whoever says to the guilty, ‘You are innocent’ – peoples will curse him and nations denounce him.” (24:24)

B. Speak graciously 

“A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.”  (15:1)
“Through patience a ruler can be persuaded, and a gentle tongue can break a bone.” (25:15)
C. Encourage 

“Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.”(16:24)
D. Give apt counsel 

“A man finds joy in giving an apt reply – and how good is a timely word!” (15:23) 
 “He who covers over an offense promotes love, but whoever repeats the matter separates close friends.” (17:9)
E. Challenge 

“Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses.” (27:6)  
“As iron sharpens iron so one man sharpens another.” (27:17)
F. Evangelize 

“The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who wins souls is wise.” (11:30)
G. Protect 

“He who covers over an offense promotes love, but whoever repeats the matter separates close friends.” (17:9)
  IV.  Our speech comes from our hearts.
“Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life.  Put away perversity from your mouth; keep corrupt talk far from your lips.” (4:23, 24)
“A wise man’s heart guides his mouth, and his lips promote instruction.” (16:23)

cf. Luke 6:43-45; James 1:26; 3:1-12

●  Contemplate the work of Jesus Christ on your behalf.

●  Contemplate the words of Jesus Christ.

●  Practice the presence of Jesus Christ.
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